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The Wounded in the War.

THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1914. 

THE terrific fighting throughout the western area
of the war, and especially in Flanders, where the
Allied Forces are disputing successfully every inch
of German advance along the Belgian coast of the
Straits of Dover, has resulted in an appalling death-
roll and in a commensurate number of wounded.

Boulogne and Dieppe are towns of hospitals, and
while as far as possible their accommodation is

relieved by shipment to this country, the congestion
still remains, with accompanying pressure upon all
the arrangements for surgical treatment and for

nursing. Nor is the evacuation of the wounded

from these hospitals, or from similar institutions
in close communication with the districts where

the actual fighting is going on, a thing to be

regarded complacently as an ideal course. A

medical correspondent pointed out in the Times

at the end of last week that while the stream

of wounded into Boulogne continues, as it

must continue, surplus cases will be shipped
across the Channel with a rapidity which will

not take sufficiently into regard the fitness

of the patient to stand the prolonged journey.
The circumstances have altered for the better, and
the correspondent of the Times did not take into
consideration the military exigencies of the situa-
tion, and was apparently unaware of the amount
of provision for the care and accommodation of the
wounded which was forthcoming. But the position
of Boulogne is not quite comparable with that
of other towns less immediately in the line

of the direct and fierce German objective. There

is great need for surgical assistance in the north
of France. There is a shortage of hospital equip-
ment in many of the towns whose position
in the rear of the Allied Forces marks them
out as natural places for the reception of the
wounded, and though much has been done
to remedy this, and though much is daily in the
doing, the fact still remains that here especially,
and also in many districts where the wounded
have congregated, there is urgent need of surgical
assistance. And there is great difficulty in pro-
viding it.
The difficulty is outlined in letters which we

publish in our present issue from Sir VICTOR
HORSLEY and Dr. JAMES DONELAN. There is in

our country a large body of surgeons willing to
proceed at once to France and to give their
services at the places where they are most

required, but who may not find it easy to make

their proposals fit with the organisation which
the Anglo-French committee of the British Red
Cross has hitherto set in motion. We can quite
understand that this should be so. The British
Red Cross has a very high standard to maintain, and
may feel that all movements towards flexibility, if
taken under its aegis, are attended with a certain
measure of risk to that standard. We have reason,

however, to think that a policy more favourable to
those who desire to give individual help will be
pursued. There is considerable intercommunica-
tion with France now, and apart from the repre-
sentatives of various journals, who are largely
laymen, many medical men have been into France
and have seen for themselves, or have learned from
the lips of French colleagues, of existing needs
that could be met, but which are not being met.
There are plenty of British surgeons willing to go
out to the assistance of the wounded in French

hospitals, and a large array of French hospitals
where their services would be of the first value;
and all must agree that this supply and demand
should be brought at once into proper relation, so
long as the methods employed do not run counter to
general military policy. Dr. DONELAN, who pointed
out in our columns on Sept. 26th that there
were French hospitals near the front where the
services of British surgeons would be welcome,
has received, we learn from his letter this

week, many offers of assistance, and we are sure
that, if the British Red Cross Society can

help him to allot these volunteers to places
where they are known to be wanting, much
good will ensue.
We publish this week two communications which

sufficiently account for the divergent opinions on
the way in which the wounded are being treated in
France. Our regular Paris Correspondent, who is
now with the fighting forces in the southern

area, tells distinctly how it has come about that
elaborately planned machinery for the prompt and
humane treatment of the wounded has been

defeated by the unparalleled circumstances of the
war. But he shows also that the French have
risen to the unexpected conditions and are

coping with them successfully. A correspondent
from Chambery shows well that at an im-

portant provincial centre the first effect of

the war was to deprive the town of its

complement of medical men who might have
succoured the wounded, but he indicates that
substitutes were found, and is able to report the
resulting state of affairs as satisfactory. From
both these letters written on the spot it would
be possible to justify some of the trenchant things
that have been said of the care of the wounded

during the war, but from both it is also apparent
that difficulties of the gravest sort have been

triumphed over to a great extent.


